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developments for Catholicism in the future will occur in
these countries. Wherever possible I shall show what
are the various difficulties to be faced in each land*
Before writing this book, I tried to take the view that a
Pope would not be influenced in his political activities by
his geographical position in Rome, but I cannot think so
now. I have heard the argument that the Pope has not
been fairly judged: that his criticisms of Italy have been
just as strongly resented in Italy as his other statements
(or his lack of statements) about the Italian situation
have been in the rest of the world; but I feel quite certain
that, in view of these criticisms, every Catholic newspaper
would have done everything in its power to make public
all known protests and statements of the Pope with regard
to the activities of Italy.
I have read these protests, and I can well understand
that they would make the Italian people extremely
annoyed. Any protest coming from a person of Italian
birth during a time when the country fa in a state of
fever-heat must naturally cause resentment if it is made
in the words that Pope Pius has used* But even so, none
of the statements could possibly seem to a Britisher, or
to any democrat, to be anything like strong enough*
Again, I know there will be the argument that there in
no reason at all why a democrat should always be right*
any more than that a totalitarian should always be right,
For the last two years the Pope has been in an appal-
lingly difficult position, and he is not looking so much to
what is happening to-day as to what may happen in the
years to come. None of us have a right to form any Judg-
ment, yet none of us can write a book with any colour
in it at all unless we feel some convictions of our own.